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We are convinced that there are more leaves to clear this year or is it that as we get older it 
becomes more of a burden. But in my garden we are grateful that there seems to be no 
beech mast which for us is certainly a blessing. Is this climate change I wonder.  

We were sorry to hear that our Honorary President Michael Baron had died and sent our 
condolences to daughter Clare Read and family. Michael spent many years teaching at 
Winchester College before retiring to Brandy Mount off East Street. It was at Brandy Mount 
that many of us were treated to his generous hospitality and tours of his garden with its 
national collection of Snowdrops and Daphnes. Michael’s knowledge of horticulture was 
renowned and it was good to see so many of his friends and colleagues at his memorial 
service. I was pleased to see that the Alresford Horticultural Society was well represented 
on that occasion. 

I wonder how many of you remember Peggy Chalk. Peggy was a keen and generous 
supporter of the Horticultural Society. She gave a cup to be awarded at the Annual Show 
and also left a legacy to the Society which has enabled us to support some of our activities 
in recent years. Peggy had many interests, among them bell ringing. A tree was planted in 
St John’s Churchyard in her memory but sadly it has died. Elizabeth Johnson the Bell 
Captain tells me that she intends to replace the tree and make that area of the churchyard 
a memorial to past bell ringers.  

So, we near the end of another calendar year and we still have much to look forward to in 
our programme. On Wednesday next, 12th November, Val Ramshaw, another lady of many 
talents, will demonstrate some seasonal evergreen arrangements and on Wednesday 17th 
December we have our Annual Supper at the Swan Hotel (6.30 for 7.00pm). Shireen will 
shortly be circulating details of the menu and asking you to make your choices. To make 
things easier this year, your payment will include the service charge. 
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